
 

 

 

 

 

 

THE WASHINGTON STATE HORTICULTURAL ASSOCIATION 

Now in its 104th year, the Washington State Horticultural Association (WSHA) has been working to 
advance Washington’s tree fruit industry since 1904.  The nation’s largest association of tree fruit 
orchardists and shippers, the WSHA provides education and training to help growers meet the 

changing needs of the tree fruit industry. WSHA also works with the Office of the Governor, the 
Legislature, and state and federal agencies to develop public policy. Its goal is to enhance the tree 

fruit industry and the schools, communities, and families it supports. 

With nearly 3,000 members, the association relies solely on voluntary dues to fund its                
broad range of programs, from education and political action to communication.

Education  
The education efforts of the WSHA focus on 
informing orchardists and shippers about 
issues and emerging technologies affecting the 
tree fruit industry.  WSHA sponsors the 
Annual Meeting each December that is the 
leading educational conference for 
Washington's tree fruit growers and shippers. 
The Annual Meeting draws over 1,500 
industry people to hear about the latest trends 
and topics occurring in the tree fruit industry. 

 
Political Action 

The WSHA represents the tree fruit industry 
in Olympia, working both legislative and 
regulatory issues.  The Government Affairs 
Committee, which meets before the legislative 
session, sets the WSHA legislative agenda and 
outlines positions on critical issues such as 
water, salmon and unemployment insurance.  
WSHA also annually hosts Tree Fruit Day in 
Olympia, which helps to raise political 
awareness about Washington’s tree fruit 
industry. 

Communication 
WSHA works to educate the media and key 
decision makers, such as legislators about the  

 
tree fruit industry. Hort Headlines, a weekly 
e-mail update distributed by WSHA, notifies 
decision makers about industry happenings.  
The association newsletter, "For WSHA 
Members Only," is another way WSHA keeps 
industry members and legislators connected 
to industry news. In addition, WSHA serves 
as a resource for news reporters on issues 
that impact the tree fruit industry. 

 
 
 
 

Turn over for a listing of  
tree fruit industry contacts 

 
 
 
 
   



 
 
 
 

Washington State Horticultural 
Association 
Laura Mrachek, Board President 
lauram@cascadeanalytical.com  
Bruce Grim, Executive Director 
PO Box 136 
Wenatchee, WA 98807 
509.665.9641 | FAX 509.665.8541 
E-mail: bruce@wahort.org 
Website: www.wahort.org 

 
Northwest Horticultural Council 
Christian Schlect, President 
105 S 18th Street #105 
Yakima, WA 98901 
509.453.3193 | FAX 509.457.7615 
E-mail: schlect@nwhort.org 
Website: www.nwhort.org 

 
Washington Apple Education 
Foundation 
Jennifer Witherbee, Executive Director 
PO Box 3720 
Wenatchee, WA 98807 
509.663.7713 | FAX 509.682.1293 
E-mail: jennifer@waef.org 
Website: www.waef.org 

 
Washington Growers Clearing House 
Association 
Kirk Mayer, Manager 
PO Box 2207 
Wenatchee, WA 98807 
509.662.6181 | FAX 509.664.6670 
E-mail: kmayer@waclearinghouse.org 
Website: www.waclearinghouse.org 

 
Washington Apple Commission 
Todd Fryhover 
PO Box 18 
Wenatchee, WA 98807 
509.663.9600 | FAX 509.662.5824 
E-mail: todd.fryhover@waapple.org 
Website: www.bestapples.com 

 

 
 
 
Yakima Valley Growers-Shippers 
Association 
Keith Mathews, Executive Director 
105 S. 18th St., #116 
Yakima, WA 98901 
509.452.8555 | FAX 509.452.8754 
E-mail: keith@yvgsa.com 
Website: www.yvgsa.com 
 
 
Wenatchee Valley Traffic 
Association 
Charles Pomianek, Executive Director 
37 S Wenatchee Avenue #B 
Wenatchee, WA 98801 
509.662.2138 | FAX 509.662.3127  
E-mail: ctp@wvtraffic.com  
Website: www.wvtraffic.com  
 
Washington Tree Fruit Research 
Commission 
Jim McFerson, Manager 
1719 Springwater Avenue 
Wenatchee, WA 98801 
509.665.8271 | FAX 509.663.5827  
E-mail: mcferson@treefruitresearch.com 
Website: www.treefruitresearch.com  
 
WSU Tree Fruit Research & 
Extension Center 
Jay Brunner, Director 
1100 N Western Ave. 
Wenatchee, WA 98801 
509.663.8181 | FAX 509.662-8714 
E-mail: jfb@wsu.edu  
Website: www.tfrec.wsu.edu  
 
Washington State Fruit Commission 
B.J. Thurlby, President 
105 South 18th Street Suite 205 
Yakima, Washington 98901 
509.453.4837 | FAX 509.453.4880 
E-mail: bj@wastatefruit.com  
Website: www.nwcherries.com  

Following are other tree-fruit industry organizations that provide information and resources 
that support growers and/or shippers: 


